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District Plans
Education Development Plans have been finalized in each of the Mafraq Center, Mafraq North East, Mafraq North West, Jerash, Badia Wosta and South Alagwar Districts.  The plans were reviewed and approved by Education Councils in cluster schools, with representation from each local community. The plans highlight the priorities for school development and implementation procedures until the end of academic year of 2008/2009. District block grants have been transferred to trust accounts in each district to support implementation of their plans until the end of May of 2009. 
Schools Plans
District supervisors have trained principals and teachers on how to complete new school development plans.  Included in the training were skills identifying priorities for school development and how to translate these into action steps and implementation procedures.   
District supervisors and the (SJE) team reviewed the completed plans for all Stream 3 schools in Jerash (85 schools) and in Badia Wosta (64 schools).  In Mafraq districts 70% of all schools (303 schools of 433 schools) have completed their school improvement plans. Accordingly, the block grants (500 JOD for each school) have been transferred to these schools to implement their school improvement plans during the second semester of 2009. 
Student Awareness
Four supervisors from the South Alaghwar were trained in Badia Wosta on the student awareness program.  These four supervisors trained 25 teachers and 499 students in 24 schools in Alaghwar.  Next month the supervisors will complete the student awareness training for the remainder of Alaghwar schools.
School Information System (SIS)
The core team of supervisors in Alaghwar district trained 31 principals and 36 computer technicians in schools on the school information system (SIS) software.  By the end of April, all schools will collect data electronically and send it to the district to be collected in a common database.  Staff will then have data available to assist them in making decisions, based on the real situation.
Mafraq Student Enrichment Program
Grade 12 students from the three Mafraq districts continue to benefit from weekly student enrichment sessions.  During March, 560 students participated in 
a variety of training sessions, including English, Arabic, and mathematics.  426 female students (76% of participants) and 134 male students (24%) took part in sessions which moved beyond traditional academic teaching methods to include interactive, student-centered activities.
Local Community Engagement 
All schools in Alaghwar were organized into 4 school clusters, according to geographic areas.  To prepare for the establishment of Education Councils for each school cluster, SJE trained 40 principals and teachers about local community engagement and the roles and responsibilities of Education Councils.  These councils will be established during the next month.  . 
National District and School Development Program 
The Ministry of Education, with SJE support, is developing a made-in-Jordan National District and School Development program. Jordanian specialists from MoE and the field districts are working toward the development of this program using the lessons learned from the all models piloted during ERfKE I. To simplify the procedures for implementing and activating the role of all the members concerned, a general framework for the program, including the vision and overview of the program has been completed in draft form. The team is currently working on the domains and assessment tools for the program.   Once the draft program is completed, it will be reviewed by stakeholders, including the World Bank. With this feedback, appropriate adjustments to the program will be made.  The program is expected to be completed by the end of June 2009.   
Ministry of Education Gender Policy and Strategy

Decision-makers at the Ministry of Education have reviewed the Gender Mainstreaming Policy and Strategy developed by the Gender Equality Technical Team (GETT) at the Ministry.  The policy states that the Ministry of Education’s policies, programs and projects at the central, field directorate and school levels adopt and promote gender equality.  By the end of 2013 the policies, programs and projects of the Ministry of Education at all levels will incorporate a gender mainstreaming strategy and the structural organization of the Ministry is adjusted to facilitate these processes. 
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